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MINUTES OF THE MORRISONIAN CLUB ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

SATURDAY 15 JUNE 2024 AT 1100 

THE LODGE, MORRISON’S ACADEMY 

 

1.  PRESENT 

Sheila Dunbar (1974) President, Miranda Powell (1993) Vice President, Landel Johnston 
(1983), Fiona Walthall (1976), Jim McGregor (1962), Donald McDonald (1982), Robert 
Bone (1968), Judith Bell (1969), Margaret MacArthur (1969), John Stewart (1958),  
Russell Hall (1956), Allan Downie (1976),  David McCall (1967), John Beedie (Staff 86-
22),  Mike Sheppard (1961), Ann Scott (1966),  Mary O’Kane (Staff 1991-2018) , Alistair 
Boyd (1975), Russell Hall (1956), Alastair Jack (Staff 87-24) 
 
Andrew McGarva, Michelle Gardi McGregor, Jane Corbett 
 

PRESIDENT’S WELCOME & OPENING REMARKS 

The President, Sheila Dunbar, opened the meeting by welcoming everyone present and 
thanking all for attending. She thanked Michelle and Jane for successfully hosting the 
AGM in The Lodge and to the caterers for providing a welcome refreshment and the 
buffet lunch in the Coffee lab. 

Sheila welcomed everyone to the new home of the Morrison’s Academy Archive giving an 
opportunity to see where the history of the school will be presented.  

Sheila was encouraged by the addition of some new attendees at both the London and 
Edinburgh gatherings.  The London Gathering had the added attraction of the Scottish 
School Art Exhibition. The Edinburgh Gathering had been most enjoyable with the whisky 
and gin tasting.  Planning and arrangements were well underway for next year’s events, 
with consideration of how to generate greater participation. 

The President reminded everyone that the Pegasus pendant was still available for 
purchase as these were given to female FPs after 2012. 

 

OBITUARIES 

The President mentioned some Morrisonians who had recently passed away.  

 

COMMITTEE 

Whilst members of the committee, in the main, are happy to be re-elected, Fiona Walthall 
(1976) stood down in October 2023 therefore the role of secretary is up for election. Colin 
Dolby (2005) who has served as Treasurer, has come to the end of his term of office as 
Male Morrisonian Governor and this position will also be up for election. 

2.  APOLOGIES 

Ross Milroy (2022), David Glen (1983), David Moffat (1957), Agnes Meeker (1958), Helen 
Swann (1965), Elizabeth Marshall (1966), Hilary Bennet staff 2013-19), John 
Fotheringham (1962), Morven White (1963), Jim Menzies (1961), Duncan Robertson 
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(1971), JE Gordon Martin (1964), James Fairbairn (1968), Brian McLean (1960), Jeny 
Lee (1982) 
Janie Neill (2009-24), Audrey Allan (2002-2024), Patricia Boyle (2001-24), Lesley 
Anderson (1989-2024) 

3.  MINUTES OF 2023 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING & UPDATES 

There was a delay in the 2023 minutes being uploaded to the website. It is hoped 
everyone will have seen these. 

There were no amendments. 

4.  ADOPTION OF 2023 MINUTES 

Proposed:  Landel Johnston                                   Seconded:  Fiona Walthall 

5.  MATTERS ARISING 

No matters arising from the 2023 AGM Minutes 

The President's Medal 

The whereabouts are not known. The clasp was broken, it had been thought that this had 
gone to jewellers to be fixed. 

It was decided that there should be a replacement, it was suggested we source this from 
Malcolm Appleby, the maker of the Pegasus pendant.   

A question was raised regarding whether this was insured. It was confirmed that it had 
previously been valued, which was thought to have been for insurance purposes. 

A query was posed concerning photographs of the medal as this would allow a close copy 
to be made. As no one was aware of any photographs it was suggested that a request for 
photographs could go out to the club members. 

  

London Gathering - East India Club 

This is held at The Caledonian Club as, through HMC, Mr McGarva, receives a 
substantial discount. This could be considered in future, but cost will always be a factor. 

It was noted that the club has strong reservations regarding EIC as this is a men only club 
although it was raised that ladies are allowed to be guests.  On point of principle it was felt 
that the club should not hold a gathering where the current President, Vice President and 
Secretary would have to be guests of male members and not as an individual in their own 
right. 

6.  PRESENTATION OF HONORARY MEMBERSHIP  

• Alastair Jack (1987-2024), Miranda to send Alastair’s leaving speech. 

Alastair, or Mr Jack as I have always known you and even after having left school 31 
years ago, I still cannot call any of my ex teachers by their Christian name. In fact it 
wasn’t until I became a teacher myself that I realised how the sound of my surname 
really grates when you hear it more than 8000 times a day!  So well done on surviving 
37 years of Mr Jack, Mr Jack, Mr JACK! 
So, Alastair, it is time to say goodbye to Morrisons Academy and hope fully forget all 
about polynomials, quadratic equations, coefficients and my personal favourite, the 
Diophantine equation.  
But how did you get here? 
You attended South Park PS in Glenrothes – you’re a Fifer! Who Knew? 
You attended Glenrothes HS until 1983 when you left Fife for the mean streets of 
Edinburgh. I hope you weren’t too sad leaving the equally mean streets of Glenrothes 
and all its new town concrete glory. 
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I tried to research famous alumni from this institution, but I could only find one famous 
classicist who specialises in Greek tragedy and another who was a disgraced MP 
suspended from the House of Commons for disrupting the start of PMQs. 
So, as you can probably tell, Mr Jack having had 37 years at Morrisons and having 
neither starred in or written a Greek tragedy OR having been suspended from his job 
is a far better alumnus than either of these!  
 
You attended Heriot-Watt University in Edinburgh to study BSc in general 
mathematics Think of all the things you could’ve done with your maths degree! An 
engineer, an economist, an actuary, an accountant, the list goes on and on.  
But no! you did a Post grad teaching qualification at Moray House college of 
education graduating in 1987. In the same year you arrived fresh faced and eager to 
teach young minds and you joined the teaching staff of Morrison’s Academy later that 
year.  So let’s cast our minds back to 1987. The times of big hair, power ballads and 
bad fashion. In this year Mrs Thatcher won her 3rd term in office, The first Rebus novel 
by Ian Rankin was published. Sadly, Play your cards Right and Terry and June both 
came to an end in that year.  However, the first episode of Thundercats was 
broadcast, so all was not lost! 
 
July 13: Locomotion by Kylie Minogue is released. 

July 15: Boy George is banned from a British TV show – it’s suggested that he would 
be a bad influence on audiences. 

23 November– First McDonald's hamburger fast food restaurant in Scotland opens in 
Dundee.[4] 

Good times indeed! 

My own memories of Mr Jack… I also started in the “big school” at the same time and 
what a revelation it was to have a teacher who was young and cool! We were blown 
away! Mr Jack taught me in S1 and again in S3. My own over riding memory of him 
was his infinite patience with those of us for whom maths does not come easily. His 
calm and steady manner really helped and I am sure that although he was fed up 
explaining concepts many many many times, he never got cross or exasperated., Or if 
he did it didn’t show! he was kind and really wanted his students to succeed and I 
think there are many of us spread across the globe who are grateful to you.  
 
Married to Diane and they have a son Ross (FP2009) and daughter Kirsten (FP2012) 
In addition to his maths teaching, his contribution to the school has included 
Duke of Edinburgh assessor 
In charge of all sound for school productions and events which have all been 
incredible and I don’t know who is going to fill the extremely large shoes you are 
leaving. 
Creator of this year’s Grease Lightening car  
Double Bassist and plays with the school ensembles. I may even have seen him 
singing in the choir from time to time too.  
Some memories from your department who are sad to lose you.  
You would have to mention that you can find him lurking in the corridor wearing his 
socks 

 
A cake or chocolate can always make him happy 
 
When doing group activities, he has on occasion told the pupils that he and I do not 
get on to prove that you can still have to find a way to work together. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/23_November
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McDonald%27s
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hamburger
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fast_food_restaurant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dundee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1987_in_Scotland#cite_note-4


 

Page 4 of 9 
 

HIs role in the staff band “Flayed”, with Peter Lovegrove and Eddie Coffey.  
 
He is often in the group of last leavers at a social. 
 
All in all, he is a fantastic colleague and has been my rock in the school. Integrity, 
honesty and caring are some of the key qualities that I will miss him for. 
 
So, Mr Jack, thank you for your 37 years of service to our school, enjoy your 
retirement and welcome to the Morrisonian Club.  

 

• Lesley Anderson (1989-2024), Janie Neil (2009-24), Audrey Allan (2002-24) were 
presented with their Honorary Memberships at Lunch - 

• Jenny Lee (2003-24), already a Morrisonian, was presented with a Pegasus pendant 
the previous evening. 

• Patricia Boyle (2002-24) will be presented later this week. 

7.  PRESENTATION OF ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 

The Club accounts were presented by Colin Dolby for session 2023-24 in absentia.  

The club finished the year with a £1,053 surplus (2023: £3,216) and with £9,680 (2023: 
£8,948) in the bank.  

Annual income came from the lifetime membership of pupils, which was £4,968 (2023: 
£4,481). The only other income was £46 (2023: £40) of merchandise sales.  

The expenditure of £4,282 (2023: £1,205) during the year was made up of £1,956 of 
donations to the school pipe band and for the school golf event, £104 AGM meeting 
expenses and £2,221 spent on stock for the club, including Pendants and Dux medals.  

The accounts have been independently reviewed by Morag Speak, School Finance 
Manager, who has agreed to continue her support as Independent Examiner for the year 
ended 2025 should the Club approve her appointment for next year. Thanks to Morag for 
her continued support of the club should be noted.  

The Archive group are delighted to shortly be moving into The Lodge and have made a 
request for some required items.  

8.  ADOPTION OF ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 

Proposed:  Jim McGregor  Seconded:  Allan Downie 

9.  APPOINTMENT OF FINANCIAL INDEPENDENT EXAMINER 

Morag Speak, the School Finance Manager, is happy to continue in her role as 
Independent Financial Adviser for another year. 

10.  ADOPTION OF FINANCIAL INDEPENDENT EXAMINER 

Proposed: Landel Johnston  Seconded: Margaret MacArthur        

11.  RECTOR’S REPORT  

Andrew welcomed all those who attended and echoed the sentiments of the President.  

 
We reach another Morrisonian AGM and there has been another year of a busy 
Morrison’s Academy. The school was a busy place over the summer last year with our 
Multi Sport Activity camps, Nursery camps, Music Tech, Performing Arts and Tennis 
camps, the CCF summer camp at Barry Buddon and a Duke of Edinburgh Gold 
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Expedition to the Dordogne. Work over the summer to improve the fabric of the school 
included the completion of new tennis courts along with a new door entry security system 
and CCTV cameras being rolled out across the campus with many upgrades and 
enhancements to classrooms and our grounds. The campus continues to have work 
carried out and the Maintenance and Grounds team have been doing an excellent job. 
 
To start the season match ready the Rugby and Hockey teams had a pre-season training 
camp in St Andrews and it certainly proved worthwhile. Although we did not have any cup 
success this year, our S3 hockey team reached the semi-final of the Scottish plate. The 
levels of participation have increased again with more pupils involved in team sports this 
year. The first XV had some notable victories over George Heriot’s, Hutchesons' 
Grammar and Glenalmond. They also ran Strathallan very close in their Scottish cup 
fixture. The scores were tied with 8 minutes to go but Strathallan’s strength and depth 
proved crucial at the final whistle.  
 
We entered a team in the Rosslyn Park Rugby Sevens tournament in London, which is a 
major national rugby competition. The team had two victories out of three in their pool 
and, from speaking to the boys, they had an amazing experience. During the Easter 
holidays the hockey and rugby teams travelled to Italy for a sports tour which was a great 
experience for all involved. We have had many pupils representing the school at district 
level and we had success on the International Rugby front with two pupils selected to 
represent Scotland in the U18 Six Nations. Their tournament took place in Italy and our 
touring rugby team was able to spectate at the first match of the tournament. In addition to 
these team sports we also have pupils succeeding in swimming, football, tennis, horse 
riding, rock climbing, mountain biking, gymnastics, karate and many other sports.  
 
CCF continues to be incredibly popular and the Bi-ennial inspection saw over 110 cadets 
participating for the day in activities led by staff and senior cadets. I had the pleasure of 
meeting the inspecting officers for lunch, one of whom was Major Chris McRobbie (Class 
of 2005) who enjoyed returning to see the cadets. On the same day I travelled up to Fort 
George to be a guest of the Major McRobbie and the Black Watch, 3rd Battalion at their 
Beating Retreat. CCF and the Pipe Band led the Crieff Remembrance parade and S6 
pupil Hamish Hutchinson piped the Lament and Sandy Brown, S5 performed the Last 
Post and Reveille. There have been many expeditions and training courses and we had 
success in the military skills competition.  
 
Pipe Band has had a year of expansion with many more new members joining the ranks. 
They have played multiple events and, as tradition dictates, will open Sports Day this 
afternoon. They started the year playing at the Crieff Highland Gathering, competed in the 
Scottish Schools’ Pipe Band championships and participated in Beating the Retreat at 
Edinburgh Castle and also took part in a special filming with Ewen McGregor - details will 
be revealed later this year.  
 
The Performing Arts continue to prosper and have included numerous performances in 
the local community which included an outstanding Christmas concert at Perth Concert 
Hall, which was filled for the evening and, with over 200 performers on stage the 
highlights were many, but the P1 - P3 choir were brilliant. Other highlights have included 
the spectacular Primary show, ‘Moana’, with the creativity on display being quite 
outstanding. The Secondary show was the ever popular ‘Grease’ which even featured a 
real car on stage. The car was built by Mr Jack (Maths teacher of 37 years) and the 
performances in Academy Hall were joyous. The Art department continues to shine and 
the school had many pupils whose artwork was featured in the SQA Art exhibition which 
showcases the best artists from around the country. Our pupils also had works featured in 
The Caledonia Club’s Art Competition which we enjoyed viewing during the London 
Gathering. 
 



 

Page 6 of 9 
 

Outdoor Education and Learning has grown this year - we continue to help our pupils 
learn what life is like outside of their comfort zone. There are daily opportunities but also 
many overnight expeditions at home and abroad including Duke of Edinburgh Silver and 
Gold expeditions, rock climbing in Spain, skiing in Austria, Transitional Mini Across 
Scotland expedition (140km), Senior Across Scotland expedition (400km) and this 
summer a team of pupils and staff are crossing Finland in what is a new venture for the 
school. School trips have included visits to France, Belgium, California, Northern Ireland 
and London. 
 
Outreach work has featured extensively as we seek to engage the local and wider 
community. We organised the inaugural Scottish Schools’ Mountain Bike Championships 
(SSMBC) which took place at Comrie Croft and involved over 300 competitors, from 40 
schools travelling to Comrie from around Scotland. This was the largest Under 18 cycling 
event in Scotland and won Scottish Cycling Event of the Year at the Scottish Cycling 
awards.  We were delighted to attend their awards ceremony here in Crieff where we 
shared successes with Colin McGregor (Class of 1987), who’s Club, Elgin Cycling Club 
won ‘Club of the Year’ and Charlie Aldridge (Class of 2019) who took home 'Male Rider of 
the Year' - completing a Morrisonian hat-trick!   
 
Our Nursery has had a fabulous year - one of the delights of Morrison’s Academy is 
seeing the full educational journey from the age of 2 to 18, it is very special.  
 
We hosted our second SmartSTEMs day with over 300 participants taking part in 
activities and lectures throughout the day - there was a strong representation of 
Morrisonians returning to the school to share their passion, many who were returning for 
the first time since leaving school. We ran an Enterprise challenge for local Primaries; our 
Head of Business started by running workshops at local primary schools and we hosted 
the final for the top performers from each school. Our annual golf tournament at Crieff 
Golf Club attracted over 150 pupils competing from schools across the country and we 
hosted a new U18 Rugby and Hockey 7s tournament at Dallerie with over 220 
participants travelling from numerous Scottish Independent schools. Additionally, we 
organised the Strathearn Primary Rock Climbing competition with participants from 12 
local primary schools, a P7 Hockey tournament and two further sporting afternoons for 
local Primary schools. Another new initiative has been the setting up of a Chanter 
development group for pupils from local primary schools. 12 pupils have been attending 
weekly sessions with Scott Murray, our Piping instructor. We continue to seek ways to 
work within our community and provide opportunities for all children in the area.  
 
The Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry published its Case Study outlining its findings in relation 
to cases of historical abuse at Morrison’s Academy.  The School accepted the findings in 
full and sincerely apologised to all those affected for the historic failings during its time as 
a boarding school.  The School also took the opportunity to reiterate our gratitude to the 
former pupils who came forward and gave evidence to the Inquiry.  Their accounts of 
historic abuse were deeply saddening, and we commend them for their strength and 
bravery in coming forward.  As a community it will take us all time to heal but I do hope 
that we are now in a place where we can start to do that. 
 
Two new initiatives that have taken place were the Girls and Boys Matter conferences for 
pupils in S4 - S6. Both of these conferences were shaped by the responses to national 
surveys that pupils participated in last year and challenged our pupils to develop 
strategies to be proactive in looking after themselves and others. Each day had guest 
speakers and a variety of professionals running workshops around topics including Eating 
for Success, Girls 4 Girls, Good Teen Mental Health, Women’s Health, Changing Labels, 
Sport, Physical Activity and the impact on Wellbeing, Leadership and Empathy, Positive 
Masculinity and testicular cancer. I attended the talk from John Gibson of the Canmore 
Trust about male suicide, and it was a powerful presentation. Feedback, which was 
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overwhelmingly positive, has been gathered from both conferences and this will help to 
determine topics for similar events next year. 
 
Morrisonian Club Gatherings 
The Morrisonian Club Edinburgh Gathering took place in September and a small but 

select gathering of former pupils met at the Caledonian Club in London in March.  

 
Looking forward    
With the announcement of the Election taking place on the 4th of July, the immediate 
challenge of VAT has taken up a lot of oxygen across the sector. There is increasing 
dialogue highlighting the challenges that this policy brings. As a School and a Charitable 
organisation we are unable to campaign, however, as individuals and a community we are 
able to make our voices heard, to that end I would ask for the support of any Morrisonians 
who have influence with politicians to encourage a proper consultation ensuring that the 
focus is always on our young people and how we support them to thrive.   
 
We continue to build momentum with our Development function, with the addition of our 
new Business Development and Alumni Officer, Jane Corbett helping to support the growth 
of our bursary fund and programme and the long term sustainability of our School.  Jane 
has been an employee at the school for over five years having previously worked with our 
Additional Support Needs team and is the proud mum of John, a fellow Morrisonian, who 
departed School last year. 
 
While we will always face challenges, I can honestly say that our school is thriving. June is 
a perfect example of this with school shows, sports day, school trips, S6 fortnight and many 
other events and celebrations culminating in our prizegiving. The focus will always be on 
what we can do to help our pupils succeed in everything they do. Please remember that 
you are always welcome to visit the school - I enjoy meeting Morrisonians and showing 
them their school. 
 

Points Raised 

Alastair Boyd asked if the school will be competing in the Rosslyn Park Rugby Sevens in 
London next year as he would love to go along. He suggested encouraging London based 
FP’s could go along to support the team. 

The proposed introduction of VAT by Labour was raised. It was confirmed that there are 
conversations with Labour through SCIS regarding this and exploring if there are other 
ways to bring this in e.g. phasing in the 20%. Andrew emphasised that in all of the 
conversations we must look at the impact this will have on children 

12.  ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

● President:  Sheila Dunbar (1974)  

Although Sheila had come to the end of her tenure she agreed to continue which was 
unopposed. 
Proposed by: Landel Johnston                 Seconded by: Margaret MacArthur 

 
● Vice President: Miranda Powell (1993) 

Proposed by:  Landel Johnston               Seconded: Fiona Walthall 
 

● Treasurer: Colin Dolby (2005) 

Colin will continue as no one was proposed however the committee will seek to find a 

new treasurer. 

Proposed by: Landel Johnston                                 Seconded:   Miranda 

 
● Secretary:   Fiona Walthall (1976) 
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Fiona will take this position again as no one was proposed. 
Proposed by:  Jim McGregor                                Seconded: Landel Johnston 

 

● Committee Members:   Karen Elwis, Margaret MacArthur, Ross Milroy  
Proposed by:  Jim McGregor                                Seconded: Russell Hall 

 

The following are ex-officio member of the Club Committee: 

Sally Brooks (1982) (Morrisonian Club Governor)  

Gavin Steel (1982) (Morrisonian Club Governor) 

Andrew McGarva   Rector  

Michelle McGregor  Head of External Relations 

Jane Corbett                    Business Development & Alumni Officer 

 

Ratification of the Morrisonian Club Governor Appointment 

Gavin Steel hails from Comrie and was a day pupil at the school for 13 years (i.e. from P1 

to sixth year) leaving in 1982. Gavin went on to Aberdeen University, graduating in 1986 

with a BSc honours degree (2.1) followed by a postgraduate accounting certification 

gained on route to becoming a qualified Chartered Accountant (CA) in 1990. Since then, 

Gavin has worked as a professional accounting advisor in various locations around the 

world (in the UK, the Middle East Region and across Europe) and until recently, Gavin 

was a partner in PwC in the Middle East Region leading a team of professionals focussed 

on helping entities through their financial reporting obligations 

arising from major transformational changes (whether this be in the form of an 

acquisition, regulatory change, re-organisation, etc - anything that impacts reported 

results, systems, processes and people). 

 

In addition to the above, Gavin was involved in a number of educational establishments 

both personally and professionally. In particular, he was appointed by the British 

Ambassador to the UAE to the Board of Governors of one of the largest British Schools in 

the Middle East (Al Khubairat in Abu Dhabi). He remained on the Board for a number of 

years, supporting the school as it grew into a fully fledged secondary school (previously it 

was a primary school only). Gavin has also recently taken up a role with Aberdeen 

University as a co-opted external member of the Commercialisation Committee which 

oversees the development (and resourcing) of the University’s 

strategic approach to the commercialisation of its research and innovation activities. 

 

Gavin has retired from the PwC Partnership and is working from home in Kingsbarns in 

Fife on a part time basis. He is married with two grown up children (who are both 

teachers) and is enjoying being back in Scotland, playing golf. 

 

Proposed by: Landel Johnston Seconded: Alastair Boyd 

 

Sheila extended heartfelt thanks and gratitude to Jim McGregor for his loyal service in 

previous years as former Committee Member, Vice President and President to the Club in 

addition to his dedication to the Pipe Band. 

 

13.  ANY OTHER COMPETENT BUSINESS 
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The Archive 

The Archive is relocating to The Lodge at the main entrance to the school. Ann Ross 
enquired about the whereabouts and existence of many of old school records and 
appealed for volunteers to help with the Archive group’s work. It was confirmed that all 
archive materials are now stored in The Lodge and over the following weeks work would 
commence to allow the setup of the main room to feature and display archive items.  

Vote of thanks to Chair 

 Landel Johnston gave the vote of thanks to Sheila. 

14.  PRESIDENT’S CLOSING REMARKS 

Sheila thanked everyone for attending the AGM and their contributions and looked 
forward to welcoming everyone once again to next year’s meeting on Saturday 14 June 
2025 and wished all attendees a safe onward journey.  

She invited everyone to lunch at the Coffee Lab on campus, where Honorary 
Morrisonians Lesley Anderson (1989-2024), Janie Neil (2009-24), Audrey Allan (2002-24) 
were presented with their pendants. Thanks were given once again to the catering staff 
for providing a most welcome lunch and refreshments. 

Everyone was then invited to come along to sports day at Dallerie and she confirmed that 
the pipe band would play to start the events of the day.   

The meeting closed at 12.05. 

 

Janie Neill Honorary Member Nominee 

Patricia Boyle (Trish) Honorary Member Nominee 

Lesley Anderson Honorary Member Nominee 

Audrey Allan Honorary Member Nominee 

David Glen 1983 

David Moffat (Andrew Moffat) 1957 

Agnes Meeker 1958 

Helen Swann 1965 

Elizabeth Marshall 1966 

Hilary Bennet Former Staff 

John Fotheringham 1962 

Morven White 1963 

Jim Menzies 1961 

Duncan Robertson 1971 

JE Gordon Martin 1964 

James Fairbairn 1968 

P. Brian McLean 1951/1960 1960 

 


